
MPA Academic Advising
Preparing for Your Academic Success



The MPA Curriculum
Master of Public Administration

40 credits overall
Requirements – 25 Credits

PAI 600 – PA Colloquium
PAI 712 – Public Organizations & Management (or other mgmt course)
PAI 721 – Intro to Statistics
PAI 722 – Quantitative Analysis
PAI 723 – Economics for Public Decisions 
PAI 734 – Public Budgeting
PAI 752 – MPA Workshop
PAI 753 – Leadership & Public Policy
PAI 755 – Public Administration & Democracy

Electives – 15 Credits



Normal Credit Loads

Summer I
7 cr.

•Colloquium

•Public 
Budgeting

•Public 
Administration 
& Democracy

Fall
12-15 cr.

•Statistics

•Economics

•PO&M, N/P 
Mgmt, Int’l 
Mgmt

•+Elective? (15)

Spring
12-15 cr.

•Quantitative 
Analysis

•PO&M or Int’l 
Mgmt

•Elective

•Elective

•+Elective? (15)

Summer II
6 cr.

•MPA 
Workshop

•Leadership & 
Public Policy



18 Month Option

Summer I
7 cr.

•PA Colloquium

•Public Budgeting

•Public 
Administration 
& Democracy

Fall
12cr.

•Statistics

•Economics

•PO&M, N/P 
Mgmt, Int’l 
Mgmt

•Elective

Spring
12 cr.

•Quantitative 
Analysis

•Elective

•Elective

•Elective (poss in 
winter)

Summer II
0 cr.

•Internship

Fall II

•MPA Workshop

•Leadership & 
Public Policy

•Elective



MPA/MAIR Normal Credit Loads

Summer I
7 cr.

• PA Colloquium

• Public 
Budgeting

• Public 
Administration 
& Democracy

Fall I
12 cr.

• Statistics

• Economics

• Int’l Actors & 
Issues

• Elective

Spring I
12 cr.

• Quantitative 
Analysis

• Int’l 
Management

• Elective/Career 
Track x2

Summer II
3 cr.

• Internship 
(Career Track)

Fall II
9 cr.

• Elective/ Career 
Track x3

Spring
9 cr.

Elective/Career

Research 
Design

Elective/ Career 
Track

Summer III
6 cr.

• MPA Workshop

• Executive 
Leadership



Selecting Courses: Core Courses

• Fall: 
• PAI 721 - Stats 

• PAI 723 - Econ

• PAI 712 – PO&M – OR –
PAI 748 N/P Mgmt – OR –
PAI 762 Int’l Mgmt

• Plus elective/POS course

• Spring: 
• PAI 722 - Quant

• PAI 712 – PO&M – OR –
PAI 762 Int’l Mgmt

• Plus elective/POS courses 
(1 section of PAI 712 – 1 section of 
PAI 762)

(1 section of Econ)

(no Stats offered!)

• ADVICE: PLAN FOR THE YEAR – not just next semester…



Selecting Courses - Electives
• Students are NOT required to DECLARE a Program 

of Study 

• Students must have 9 credits (3 classes) of PAI 
coursework beyond core 

• ADVICE: Self-Assessment is Key



Registration Deadlines

Fall 2022 Deadlines (tentative):
• Registration for New Students:  Monday, August 1st

• Add deadline:  Tuesday, September 6th

• Audit (Grading Option) deadline:  Monday, September 12th

• Academic and Financial Drop deadline: Monday, September 19 (for 
full reimbursement – course will not show on transcript) 



Registration



Registration



Registration



Registration



Registration Tips and Advice

Some Advice for Registration:

1. Start early…log in and try out MySlice now.  Add classes to 
your cart.

2. Select back-up courses in case you can’t get your 1st choices.

3. Know that there will be changes.  

4. Register on time!  Monday, August 1 is when registration 
begins.

5. Don’t sweat it.  This is just pre-registration!



Thanks!

For more information, contact:

Josh Kennedy
Director

Dept. of Public Administration & International Affairs
jjkenn01@syr.edu

www.maxwell.syr.edu/paia


